
Meeting Minutes  

Zoning Code  

Citizen Advisory Group Meeting 

4:30 p.m – Wednesday, June 24, 2009 

Council Conference Room, 211 W. Aspen Ave. Flagstaff, AZ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

1.  Welcome and Introductions 

In attendance 

Steve Nelson, Chairperson, Trees and Resources 
Wes Lockwood, Chairperson, Outdoor Lighting 
Daniel  Paduchowski, Chairperson, Design Guidelines 
Aude Stang, Vice Chairperson, Design Guidelines 
Phil Scandura, Vice Chairperson, Signage 
Phil Keesee, Chairperson, Signage 
Kent Hotsenpiller, Vice Chairperson, Process & Procedures 
      Co-chairperson, Trees & Resources 
Kim Tittelbaugh, Chairperson, Neighborhood Planning 
Garrick Brooks, Chairperson, Downtown 
Brad Dixon, Chairperson, Housing 
Kara Kelty, Chairperson, Process & Procedures 
Gerry Craig, Vice Chair, Outdoor Lighting 
Brian, Furuya, Chairperson, Economic Development  
Roger Eastman, Zoning Code Administrator 
Ed Larsen, Chairperson, Building/Fire Code 
Jim Cronk, Planning Director 
Lisa Wise, Lisa Wise Consulting, Inc. 
Amy Sinsheimer, Lisa Wise Consulting, Inc. 

2.  Recap of Citizen Advisory Group’s purpose 

3.  Election of Chairperson and Vice-chairperson for the Citizen Advisory Group 

Chairperson: Kara Kelty was nominated by Kent Hotsenpiller.  The nomination was 
seconded by Daniel Paduchowski.  The nomination was carried unanimously. 

Vice Chairperson:  Phil Scandura was nominated by Steve Nelson; Kent Hotsenpiller 
were nomininated by Kara Kelty.  The vote was 5 for Phil Scandura;  8 for Kent 
Hotsenpiller.  Kent Hotsenpiller was elected as Vice Chairperson. 

4.  Report from each focus group chair or vice chair on the outcomes of their focus group 
thus far and discussion to ensure coordination of ideas and related issues associated 
with the rewrite of the Land Development Code. 

 Steve Nelson /Trees and Resources: 

• Uncertainty of format 

• Confusion over transects 
• Still setting priorities 
• Issues identified: 

� mitigation techniques 
� integration of natural resources into urban environment 

 



Zoning Code Citizen Advisory Group Meeting 
June 24, 2009 
Page 2 

Wes Lockwood / Outdoor Lighting: 

• Acknowledged that the code is good but has some problems 
• Issues identified: 

� The purpose of the rewrite is to make code more community based 
� Residential lighting 
� City-owned sports lighting 
� City-staff dealing with the public 
� Color rendition – slack for retailer 
� Enforcement  

Daniel Paduchowski / Design Guidelines: 

• Haven’t gotten very far 
• Low turnout of design professionals; will contact and invite other to attend 

• Will prioritize main issues at next meeting 
• Review of strengths and weaknesses as current homework assignment 
• Issues identified: 

�  Revise Design Guidelines rather than rewrite them 
� Consider application to single-family residences 
� Accelerate code in the area of green buildings, e.g. waterless urinals; should 

the code be stricter to promote green 
� Maintaining Flagstaff’s character while integrating new design, e.g. NAU 

design on new buildings 

Brad Dixon / Housing 

• Have had third meeting and gone to weekly meetings 
• Understand their job is to look at code in terms of implementing policy rather than 

writing policy. 

• The group will be getting assistance in the next week from Roger and Kara in 
streamlining the issues they have identified. 

• The group has identified many issues in the area of the following: 
• Issues identified: 

� Housing type and density 
� Where different housing types fit within the City of Flagstaff 
� Should there be more housing or less housing 
� Affordable housing 
� Connection between affordable housing and resource protection 

Kim Tittlebaugh / Neighborhood Planning 

• Unique group.  Because there is not a chapter in the Land Development Code (LDC) 
that addresses neighborhood planning, they cannot identify strengths and 
weaknesses of the code but rather identify what the neighborhood is and where 
transects and Form Based Codes can help. 

• The overriding concept is the quality and uniqueness of different types of  
neighborhood and how the city can address each type. 

• Issues identified: 
�  Walkable neighborhoods 
� Economic viability 
� High density issues 
� Character - what makes a neighborhood 
� Proximity to schools 
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Gary Nelson / Landscaping 

• Have had 3 meetings 
• Have a pretty cohesive group 
• Received presentation regarding transect and landscaping in a commercial setting 
• Looking at opacity and requirements for buffers 
• The group has appointed a task force to look at plant lists 
• Will reprioritize issues 

• There is concern over dwindling citizen involvement and too many city staff. 
• Issues identified: 

� Conservation of water 
� Conservation of resources 
� Emphasis on naturalized plants 

Kent Hotsenpiller / Trees and Resources 

• There is a lack of knowledge amongst the citizens in the group and they are having 
to educate them. 

Garrick Brooks / Downtown 

• Karl Eberhard gave update to group 

• Brainstormed on issues affecting downtown 
• Will get transect lesson from Roger at next meeting  
• Need for more downtown merchants showing up at meetings 
• Need to clarify role of design guidelines and signage 
• Issues identified: 

� Boundries and character of downtown 
� Rio and Southside 

 
Phil Keesee / Signage 

• Have had two meetings 

• Glad for staff resource, but lack of business owners represented in the group 
• There is a lack of knowledge of the code amongst most of the group members 

Aude Stang 

• Need to be more open about adding issues for Downtown 
• Take a few minutes at the end of the meeting to regroup and decide on what to 

discuss at the next meeting. 

Ed Larsen / Building/Fire Code 

• Have identified key issues and provided them for consultants 

• Need to ensure that codes are coordinated 
• Focus group is done 

Gerry Craig / Outdoor Lighting 

• Frustrations with transect concept and how it will be applied 
• Wants to be involved in transect application 
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Brian Furuya / Economic Development 

• Discussions usually end up on policy 
• Have experienced discouragement from citizens who do not return to the group 
• Some tension amongst staff 
• Issues identified: 

� Code-based incentives 
� Tools to make things more predictable 
� Protection of industrial land 

Kara Kelty / Process & Procedures 

• Process & Procedures is the umbrella group for other groups 

• LDC carries out the policy of the community 
• Issues identified: 

� Ensure that the Regional Plan can be carried out 
� Code needs to be clear – what’s discretionary and what’s not 
� Predictability and certainty for developers and citizens 
� Better distinction between process and code 
� Eliminate or clarify conditional use permits  

Jim Cronk, Planning Director comments 
Overriding issues he identified based on the comments of the meeting are: 

• Clarity of code and simplicity of use 
• The need for a user-friendly process 
• Integration 

Mr. Cronk encouraged the group to keep these issues in mind as they work through 
the process. 

 
5. Challenges Identified: 

• Transect discussion 
• Integration/overlap of focus group material 

• Coordination amongst chairpersons of focus groups  
 

6.  Additional suggestions / comments 
• Combined meetings between focus groups 
• White board 

• Time issue – don’t want to delay getting end results of focus groups to 
consultants.  Consultants don’t want to draft code with the input 

 
8.  Next meeting, Wednesday, July 1 at 5:00 p.m. – 2 hours 

• Bring issues that overlap with other focus groups. 
• Revisit challenges 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. 
 

 
 

 
 
 


